IS It time to advocate
circumecision in male neonates?
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Egyptian and Greek evidenced male circumcision
have been performed >15,000 yrs ago




Proposed Theories How Circ Start: wikepedia

+ As a religious sacrifice \INAUTINWFLLAN

* As a rite of passage marking a boy's entrance into adulthood ﬁ%‘ﬂ%‘ﬁ‘uﬁmeﬁ\‘lﬂ’]%‘lﬁ’ﬁﬂvn;u

* As a form of sympathetic magic to ensure virility or fertility meﬁqm'\umﬁm‘ﬂuuﬂu

* As a means of enhancing sexual pleasure Lﬁmﬁum’mqmwm‘lLWﬁ

« As an aid to hygiene where regular bathing was impractical %’nmmmﬂzmﬂuﬁﬁlﬂﬁi'ﬂﬂmuﬁyﬁ
* As a means of marking those of higher social status meﬁqmwgaﬁﬂﬁ

* As a means of humiliating enemies and slaves by symbolic castration L%'am"l,ﬁiﬁ’%'q@

* As a means of differentiating a circumcising group from their non-circumcising neighbors LNBLLININNAY

* As a means of discouraging masturbation or other socially proscribed sexual behaviors Lﬁﬂguﬂgﬁwqaﬂiﬁu
NILNA

* As a means of removing "excess" pleasure Lﬁ’mwaﬂﬂmuqmw'\uwm

* As a means of increasing a man's attractiveness to women Lﬁﬂﬁﬁ@ﬂﬂﬁl‘g‘

* As a demonstration of one's ability to endure pain LAAIAIMNBANY N34

+ As a male counterpart to menstruation or the breaking of the hymen 1ﬁLM§ﬂqu‘ﬁﬂLﬂua’l’J

 To copy the rare natural occurrence of a missing foreskin of an important leader (Moses)




History of Circumcision Practice

 Muslims perform circ in older boys as
pubertal rite of passage to manhood

« Jewish perform circumcision on 8" birthday
ceremony “Bris Milah”

« 19t century: promote circ to avoid “reflex
neurosis”, a disease caused by glan
constriction (Alanis&Lucidi, 2004), as well as
for other problems: headache, strabismus,
rectal prolapse, asthma, enuresis, gout,
masterbation



Rate of Circumcision Varies

« 25% of men globally are circumcised
—US 50-60%
—Canada 48%
— UK 24%

« Rare in Asia, S. America, Central
America, and EU



